
Presentation Title(s): Criminal Justice; Law Enforcement 

Dr. Jaime Sánchez, Professor
Phone: (615) 230-3379
E-mail: jaime.sanchez@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 149
Presentation Title(s): Illegal Immigration; Day of the Dead; 5 de 
Mayo; Spanish in the US

Girija Shinde, Assistant Professor of Biology and Math
Phone: (931) 823-7065 (5211)
E-mail: Girija.Shinde@volstate.edu  
Office location: Livingston campus
Presentation Title(s): Indian Culture; Indian Festivals; Role of 
Women in India; Arranged Marriages

Kathleen Sowell, Director, Office of Disability Services/
ADA Coordinator
Phone: (615) 230-3472
E-mail: kathy.sowell@volstate.edu
Office location: Wood 108
Presentation title(s) Accommodating Disability in College, Learning 
Disabilities and Higher Education, Understanding Psychological 
Testing

Skip Sparkman, Director, Distance Learning and 
College@Home; Assoc. Prof. of Comm. 
Phone: (615) 230-3668 
E-mail: skip.sparkman@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 129
Presentation Title(s): So, You Wanna Be a Sportscaster - Sports 
Coverage in a Community Market; Local Radio - The General Store 
of our Generation

Ron Timberlake: Department Chair of Health and Physical 
Education        
Phone: (615) 230-3245
E-mail: rtimberlake@volstate.edu
Office location: Pickel 111
Presentation Title(s): Health

Dr. Carol Topping, Assistant Professor of Psychology 
Phone: (615) 230-3289 
E-mail: carol.topping@volstate.edu 
Office location: Annex 300, 103C
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Presentation Title(s): Psychology

Garret Westlake, Coordinator of Disability Services      
Phone: (615) 230-3472
E-mail: garret.westlake@volstate.edu
Office location: Wood 114
Presentation Title(s) Transition Strategies – HS to College; Working 
with Helicopter Parents; Assistive Technology and Accessibility under 
the ADA 

Dr. Monique Robinson-Wright, Director of Student Life
Phone: (615) 230-3443
E-mail: monique.wright@volstate.edu
Office location: Wood 217
Presentation Title(s): Leadership; Diversity Issues; Time 
Management

Cynthia Wyatt, Instructor of English
Phone: (615) 230-3203
E-mail: cynthia.wyatt@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 160
Presentation Title(s): Celtic Harp

Volunteer State Community College
Office of Public Relations
480 Nashville Pike
Gallatin, TN 37066
615.230-3571
www.volstate.edu



SPEAKERS BUREAU 
A Service to the communities surrounding Volunteer State

Add entertainment and/or education to your event 
with an address from a member of the Volunteer 
State Community College Speakers Bureau. Our 
speakers are experienced professionals and 
will give presentations covering a broad range 
of subjects. Not limited to information about 
admissions, financial, majors and careers, our 
speakers are prepared to speak to your group 
about practically any subject; most can be tailored 
to fit your audience and time frame.

Feel free to browse the range of topics presented 
here. If you don’t find the subject you’re looking 
for, give us a call! Our expertise goes far beyond 
what is listed.

To schedule a presentation from the Speakers 
Bureau, contact the speaker directly, call Office of 
Public Relations at 615-230-3571 for assistance, 
or send us an e-mail.

Len Assante, Associate Professor of Communication 
Phone: (615) 230-3727 
E-mail: len.assante@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 218
Presentation Title(s): Communication

Elvis Brandon, Dean of Allied Health
Phone: (615) 230-3375 
E-mail: elvis.brandon@volstate.edu
Office location: Annex 100, 101-B
Presentation Title(s): Physical Therapy; Athletic Training

Cindy Chanin, Assistant Professor of English and ESOL
Phone: (615) 230-3527
Email address: cynthia.chanin@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 125
Presentation Title(s): Deafness and Hearing Impairment; Helping 
Non-Native English Speakers

Vicki Dretchen, Associate Professor of Psychology 
Phone: (615) 452-8600 x2159 
E-mail: Vicki.dretchen@volstate.edu
Office location: Annex 300, 103J
Presentation Title(s): Psychology

Dr. Tim Farris, Associate Professor of Physics 
Phone: (615) 230-3297 
E-mail: tim.farris@volstate.edu 
Office location:   Warf 107-C 
Presentation Title(s):  Modern physics; Particle Physics; Relativity; 
Cosmology; General Physics; General Astronomy; Amateur 
Astronomy; History of Science; Science and Religion Interface 

Randy Fuqua, Coordinator of Technical Services 
Phone: (615) 230-3423
E-mail: randy.fuqua@volstate.edu
Office location: Warf 122
Presentation Title(s): General Computer, Server and Network 
Technologies

Shanna Jackson, Executive Assistant to the President 
Phone: (615) 230-3530 
E-mail: shanna.jackson@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 
Presentation Title(s): Returning to College as an Adult; Preparing for 
College; College Credit Opportunities for High School Students

Patsy Lawson, Associate Professor of Psychology and 
Education
Phone: (615) 230-3238
E-Mail: patsy.lawson@volstate.edu
Office location: Annex 200, 103
Presentation Title(s): Change According to Mama and Aunt Ruby
Gettin’ Above Your Raisin’

Kathleen Moore, Ophthalmic Program Director
Phone: (615) 230-3723
E-mail: kathleen.moore@volstate.edu
Office location: Annex 400, 104a
Presentation Title(s): Eyecare Services; Ophthalmologists/
Optometrists – What’s the Difference?; Why See an Eyecare 
Professional Annually?; Glaucoma & Diabetes “Thieves of Sight; 
Ophthalmic Technology – A New Career for a New Century!

Sue Mulcahy, Professor of Art 
Phone: (615) 230-3207 
E-mail: sue.mulcahy@volstate.edu
Office location: Fine Arts 114
Presentation Title(s): Art - History, Creativity and Education; Art and 
Education

Betty Nelson, Professor of English 
Phone: (615) 230-3384 
E-mail: betty.nelson@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 112
Presentation Title(s): Creative Writing; Publishing

Dr. Warren Nichols, President 
Phone: (615) 230-3500 
E-mail: warren.nichols@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 
Presentation Title(s): 10 Myths About Community Colleges; Annual 
State of the College Report; Current Topics in Higher Education; 
Preparation Saves Lives:  Emergency Planning 101; Scholarships, 
Endowments, Planned Giving, and More (The Cost of doing 
business); Vol State’s Economic Impact in Your Community; Vol 
State and the Tennessee Small Business Development Center; Vol 
State and Customized Workforce Training

Mary Nunaley, Associate Professor of Distance Learning 
Phone: (615) 230-3334 
E-mail: mary.nunaley@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 144
Presentation Title(s): Your Career Search - Finding Your Focus; First 
Steps in Teaching Online; Getting Started Home Schooling; Interview 
for Success; Parenting with Play: Learning Styles and You; Parenting 
with Play: Learning Styles and You; Trends in Distance Education

Dr. George Pimentel, Chair, Department of History, 
Geography, Economics and Political science.
Phone: (615) 230-3770
E-mail: george.pimentel@volstate.edu
Office location: Ramer 135
Presentation Title(s): Material Culture of the Civil War Soldier

Chief William Rogan, Director of Public Safety
Phone: (615) 230-3595
E-mail: william.rogan@volstate.edu,
Office location: Public Safety Office, Wood Campus Center

2007 Volunteer State Community College Speakers Bureau

1480 Nashville Pike • Gallatin, TN 37066 615-230-3571www.volstate.edu


