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25%
Corporations
& Businesses

17%
Non-Profit

Organizations

9%
Employees

(Current)

49%
Trustees, Alumni

& Friends

Private philanthropy continues to be what transforms a good college 
into an extraordinary one. Whatever contribution you choose to make, 
your investment will be greatly appreciated. It is because of investors 
like yourself, that help Volunteer State College Foundation continue our 
work. Together, we can provide assistance for students to complete 
their dreams of an education.

The Volunteer State College Foundation is fortunate that the college covers all 
administrative overhead – 100% of your investment goes towards scholarships and 
special projects of the college.

By the Numbers...

2020-2021
Academic Year

2020-
2021

Sources of
Support

259
Scholarships Awarded

Scholarships
62%

$353,614
Total Scholarships

2020-2021
Expenditures

Capital/
Major Gifts 
Campaign
26%

Direct Student
Support Programs
5%
(The Feed, Student
Emergency Fund,
Vet Tech, Athletics)

Tennessee Small Business
Development Center
7%
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Bobby Hudson
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Class of 1973

Dennis Powers
Class of 1973

Drew Rowley
Class of 2010

Lisa Booker
Class of 1998

Leigh Ann Thompson
Class of 1990

Karen Mitchell
Class of 1988

Alison Webster
VSCC Staff

Amanda Lamberth
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Diana Hardin
Kristie Jordan
Leslie Lauper

F
O

U
N

D
A

T
IO

N Committees and Leadership
Volunteer State College Foundation 

Trustees 2021-2022
Investment
Committee

Educate a Woman
Committee

Complete the Dream
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Scholarship
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Distinguished Alumnus of the Year Recipients

Criteria for the Distinguished Alumnus
The criteria for the Distinguished Alumnus Award is overall accomplishments in professional achievements and community 
service; involvement in the alumni association and/or college; and consistent support of Volunteer State Community 
College.

2020-2021 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS, EVELYN HILL
The Volunteer State Community College Alumni Advisory Council named, Evelyn Hill as their 2020-21 Distinguished 
Alumnus of the Year recipient.  Evelyn is a 2000 graduate of Volunteer State Community College and is the Senior 
Divisional Director at The Jason Foundation. Evelyn currently serves as the Chair for the VSCC Alumni Advisory Council.

2021-2022 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS, LORI JOHNSON 
Selected by the Volunteer State Community College Alumni Advisory Council this year, Lori Johnson has been chosen as 
the 2021-22 Distinguished Alumnus of the Year recipient.  Lori is a 2007 graduate of Volunteer State Community College. 
Lori has had many roles with Volunteer State Community College over the years as a student, as an employee for almost 
seven years in the Foundation, and currently, serves on our Board of Trustees. 

Lori is the Director Physician Recruitment/Growth & Outreach Physician Liaison and Director Volunteer Services at Sumner 
Regional Medical Center. Additionally, Lori is a member of our Hal R. Ramer Giving Society.

Distinguished
ALUMNUS

2013-2014
Bobby Hudson

2014-2015
Matt Ricker

2015-2016
Jerry Kirkman

2016-2017
Andrew Finney

2017-2018
Shirlene Campbell

2018-2019
Bill Sinks

2019-2020
Dennis Powers

Pictured L to R: Karen Mitchell, Vice President for Resource Development & Executive Director of the Foundation, Lori Johnson, 2021-2022 Distinguished 
Alumnus, Evelyn Hill, 2020-2021 Distinguished Alumnus, and Dr. Orinthia Montague, Volunteer State College President.
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Are you a VSCC Alumnus?  Please Update Your Info!
To stay informed about Vol State events and programs, please update your information at: https://www.volstate.edu/alumni/
information . Share your story and you may be one of our VSCC Alumni Spotlights for 2022.  Provide input on how we can 
better serve you by connecting with us: alumni@volstate.edu.

Your VSCC Alumni Advisory Council

The Volunteer State Community College Alumni 
Scholarships are awarded by the Volunteer State Alumni 
Advisory Council and are funded by alumni dollars. These 
scholarships include book scholarships and full tuition 
scholarships for one academic year. To qualify for the 
scholarship, the recipient must be a relative of a VSCC 
alumni, have a minimum 2.0 grade point average and 
complete an essay stating why the scholarship would be 
beneficial to them.

“I am honored 
to receive this 
scholarship…and hope 
to give back to my 
community by working 
locally. Thank you again 
for this award.”

Sarah L.

ALUMNUS
SCHOLARSHIPS
Alumni

FUTURE PIONEER
IS THERE A 

IN YOUR FAMILY?

To engage Alumni in activities and cultivate relationships 
that will generate passion for giving to Vol State. 

ALUMNI MISSION:

2021-2022 Alumni Scholarship Recipient

The Vol State College Foundation offers more than 
175 different annual and endowed scholarships, 

including the VSCC Alumni Association Scholarship.
To apply, visit: www.volstate.edu/foundation/
scholarships and select “Go To Application.”



For more information about recent or upcoming events, including pictures, 
please visit www.volstate.edu/foundation and select any of the event pages.
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Educate a Woman
May 14, 2021

An empowering fundraising 
luncheon benefitting scholarships 

for women by women.

Amount raised in 2021: 
over $93,000

Completing the Dreams of our 
students through scholarships 

and special projects of the 
college. In 2021, we raised 

funds for student scholarships 
and student programs such 

as The Feed and the Student 
Emergency Fund.

Amount Raised in 2021: 
over $46,000

Title Sponsors

Title Sponsor

Title SponsorsThe Vol State Athletic Association Golf 
Classic supports the Athletics Program 
at Volunteer State Community College, 

including scholarships, equipment 
upgrades and team uniforms.

Amount Raised in 2021: 
$15,760

2020-2021 Foundation Events
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2020-2021 Top Sponsors

$20,000+

$5,000+

$3,000+

$1,500+

$10,000+

Jerry & Wanda Faulkner 

In Memory of Betty Coley

Mark & Stefanie Carter 

Jo Ann Graves

Grace Tompkins

David Bate Parsons

State Representative
Johnny Garrett & Kara Garrett

James Harding

Richard Rowlett

Dollar General 

Joanne Walker

Team Cook - Cross Country Mortgage

Kitty Dake Armstrong

Kelly Webb - Interlinc Mortgage

Shirley Arrendale

Residential & Commercial Development
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Celebrating

Ariel view of campus 2018.

Ariel view of campus 1972.
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Groundbreaking ceremony, November 1970.

The awarding of the 2,000th 
associates degree.

Celebrating

Scenes from Fall Graduation, 2019.

The Founding Faculty and Staff.

The Faculty and Staff in fall of 2019.
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Getting to Know
MIDDLE

TENNESSEE

Dr. Orinthia Montague began her service 

as the fourth President of Volunteer State 

Community College on September 1, 2021. 

She and husband, Michael McGhee, have 

been out and about in the community. In fact, 

it’s hard to keep track of our new president 

as she literally flies around the area getting 

to know people. She recently had a ride in 

a Blackhawk helicopter while visiting the Air 

National Guard. 

“Living in Middle Tennessee so far has been 

great! I have had the opportunity to meet so 

many different individuals who are native 

to the area as well as being transplanted. 

The level of commitment and desire within 

the community to Vol State has been 

phenomenal.”

Dr. Montague was born in Jamaica, the 

youngest of six children, and moved to 

the United States at the age of three. She 

grew up in Missouri and attended college 

at Truman State University in Kirksville, MO. 

She earned a master’s degree in counseling 

and has worked as a high school social 

worker and in a youth group home facility. Dr. 

Montague began her higher education career 

in Student Life at the University of Missouri-

St. Louis and earned a Ph.D. in Higher 

Education Administration from the school. 

Husband, Michael, is a Navy veteran who 

works in medical information technology.

BY ERIC MELCHER, COORDINATOR OF 
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING, VSCC
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1969
Resolution of the Tennessee 
Higher Education Commission to 
create a community 
college in Sumner 
County, TN.

Broke ground at the new 
Volunteer State Community 

College & Dr. Hal R. Ramer is 
named the first president of VSCC.

1971 The first classes were held for VSCC, but 
not at the current site. Most classes were 
held in area churches and in the Cordell 
Hull building in Gallatin.

1979
WVCP went on 
the airwaves as 
Vol State’s 
faculty/student 
operated radio 
station.

Volunteer State took a direct hit by 
tornado causing $9 million in 

damage. Despite the damage, no 
lives were lost, and classes 

resumed 2 weeks later.

1989
Established the Volunteer 
State College Foundation.

1991
Established a VSCC 

campus in Livingston, TN.

The Volunteer State 
Pioneers Baseball 
Complex was built.

2002
Acquisition of buildings adjacent to 
the main campus which became 
the annex (East Campus).

2006

2011Established a 
VSCC campus in 
Springfield, TN

Dr. Jerry Faulkner is named 
the 3rd president of VSCC. 2016

Incorporation of 
the Cookeville 
(CHEC) location 
to the VSCC 
family.

The VSCC campus 
is made up of 19 

buildings plus 
softball & baseball 

complexes.

Celebrating 50 
Years of Vol State!

Dr. Orinthia Montague joins VSCC as the fourth 
college president.

Vol State now o�ers more than 100 academic 
programs in 6 major divisions, has awarded more 
than 30,000 degrees and certificates, and has more 
than 930 full-time, temporary and adjunct employees.

1970
The Vol State 

Gallatin Campus 
o¡cially opens 
with 48 faculty 

and sta�.

2003

2012

Dr. Warren Nichols became 
VSCC’s 2nd President.

COLLEGE FOUNDATION

1972

2009

2018

1999

The softball 
complex is added 

to VSCC.

2021

Vol State: 50 Years in the Making

11  •  Vol State VISION - 2021



Vol State VISION - 2021  •  12

Your Financial Support Funds Dreams

The Volunteer State College Foundation strives to turn 
the hopes and dreams of our students into realities...

ONLINE
You may make your gift anytime online at:
www.volstate.edu/foundation/giving.

RECURRING GIFT
A recurring gift is an ongoing, specific amount decided by 
you and is charged monthly to your credit card. You may 
select what your investment supports. For more information 
or to enroll, contact 615 230-3506.

MATCHING GIFTS
Many employers offer matching gift programs that will 
significantly increase the benefit of your generosity. 
Contact your Human Resources department to find out if 
your company participates.

QUESTIONS?
Contact the Volunteer State Foundation
At 615 230-3506 or foundation@volstate.edu.

CHECKS
Checks can be mailed to the Volunteer State Foundation:

Volunteer State College Foundation
1480 Nashville Pike
Gallatin, TN 37066

BEQUESTS
You may include Volunteer State College Foundation as a 
bequest in your will.

To go to the Vol State Foundation Giving Page, 
please use the QR code below: 

WAYS TO GIVE

BECAUSE OF YOU
“Thank you so much for your generosity and belief in me as I pursue my education.” 

— Alexandria, VSCC Student
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REGENT
David & Diane Black
John B. Wallace, M.D. Estate

CHANCELLOR
City of Livingston 
County of Overton
Millard V. & J.J. Oakley

PRESIDENT 
Pam Ogden Business Credit Reports
Sumner Foundation
Sumner Regional Medical Center Highpoint  
 Health System
Volunteer State Bank

TRUSTEE
American Bank & Trust
Dr. Leslie Benmark
Budd H. & Julia C. Bishop
Gallatin Noon Rotary Club
TriStar Hendersonville Medical Center
Metropolitan Nashville Airport Authority
Path to Success Scholarship
Dr. Hal R. Ramer
Vanderbilt University Medical Center
Randolph C. & Lois H. Wood

CHAIR
Katherine Dake Armstrong
City of Hendersonville Industrial   
 Development Board
Dodson Family Foundation
Hendersonville Rotary Foundation
Mid-State Construction
Grace A. Tomkins
Twin Lakes Telephone Cooperative   
 Corporation

SCHOLAR
Bank of Overton Co. an office of Bank of  
 Putnam Co.
City of Gallatin

City of Hendersonville
Contract Furniture Alliance Inc.
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store
Wilda H. Dodson
Paul & Janice Enoch
The Farmers Bank
Jerry & Wanda Faulkner
First Horizon Bank
Friends of Sumner Regional Medical Center
Gap Inc.
GFWC Woman’s Club of Hendersonville 
Hendersonville Chamber of Commerce  
 Foundation
Hendersonville 100 Plus Club
William C. Hudgins
Livingston Regional Hospital & Lifepoint  
 Hospitals, Inc. 
Hugh & Margie Marsh
Raymond & Elma McCullough
The Memorial Foundation
Michael Tuck Scholarship Fund
Betty & Tom Neal
NorthCrest Medical Center
James & Rebecca Pope
John and Beverly Riadon
Robert Bosch Corporation
Ron Hibbard Toyota Co.
Richard H. Rowlett
J. Harold & Bobbie Shankle Scholarship Fund
Smith Travel Research
Dixie G. Taylor-Huff
Toshiba America Consumer Products, Inc.
Ellen S. Wemyss
Rita A. Wendling

FELLOW 
American Legion Post 17
AmSouth Bank
Shirley Arrendale
ArvinMeritor LVS
Baptist Hospital, Inc.
BellSouth Telecommunications
Byron’s Inc.

Barry & Jane Cecil
Larry & Wanda Collins
Cresent Enterprises, Inc.
Dollar General
William & Beth Draper
Tina M. Earp
First Independent Bank
Friends of Sumner Regional Medical Center
Gallatin Business & Prof Women
Gallatin Shalom Zone
Garrott Bros. Continuous Mix
Goodall Homes & Communities
Goodlettsville Evening Lions Club
H & VH Challenge Scholarship
James A Harding
HCA Foundation
Hendersonville Noon Sertoma
Hoeganaes Corp. Interlake Co.
Halden & Betty Hooper
Chris & Beverly Houser
Ray Houston
Rick & Kristie Isaacson
Robert Jennings, III
Jones Bros, Inc.
Junior Service League of Gallatin
Lynn Barstis Williams Katz
Fred A. Kelly, III
Dr. David & Robin Lawhorn
Ted & Astrid Lyon
John E. Mayfield
Eric Melcher
Carl & Pam McKellar
Ms. Sue’s Med Spa
Nashville Memorial Hospital
National HealthCorp L.P.
The News Examiner/Hendersonville Star  
 News/Robertson Co. Times
R.C. Owen Company of TN
Theresa Ball & David Bate Parsons
Brenda S. Payne
Juanita  L. Payne
Peggy & Lawrence West Foundation
Robert T. & Patty T. Powell

Hal Ramer Society Members

The Hal R. Ramer Society recognizes outstanding contributions by individuals, foundations, and business corporations.
Inductees embody the volunteerism of  Volunteer State Community College and the community at large. 

GIVING LEVELS

REGENT .................................$1,000,000+
CHANCELLOR  $500,000 — $999,999
PRESIDENT  .....$250,000 — $499,999

TRUSTEE ............$150,000 — $249,999
CHAIR  .................$100,000 — $149,999
SCHOLAR  .............$50,000 — $99,999

FELLOW  .................$25,000 — $49,999
PARTNERS  .............$10,000 — $24,999
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Hal Ramer Society Members

Wade & Mary Beth Powers
Peter & Dorothy Prater
Primus Automotive Financial
Nan Rankin
Regions Bank
Richard H. Rowlett
RR Donnelley Printing Co. 
St. Thomas Hospital
J.E. Senter
Skyline Auxiliary
Dr. Janice Slaughter 
Sumner County Government
Sumner County Adult Education Advisory  
 Council
Dr. & Mrs. F. William Taylor
United Chambers of  Sumner Country
UMC Volunteer Auxiliary
VSCC Pioneer Bench Jockey’s Club
VSCC Recycling Committee
VSCC WVCP-FM Radio Station
Roy & Joanne Walker
Roy & Lois Ann Wauford
Ralph & Sandy Webster

PARTNER
ABC Technologies/Salga Plastics ABC 
 Fuel Systems
Acuson
Alcoa Foundation
American Security Bank & Trust
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.
AT&T 
Bank of America
John & Anne Bartek
Al & Ladye Lou Bennett
Betty Belote
Randall Bilbrey
Bone McAllester Norton PLLC
Steve Botts
Buford J. Branham
Sallie Wade Brown
Mary Martin Spears Butler
Mark & Stefanie Carter
Beth Carpenter & Randy Herron
Hugh & Alice Carpenter
Catherine Carter
Cellular One
City of Gallatin 
   Department of  Electricity
Rae & Ralph Collier
J. Denney & Brenda Coarsey
J.R. Coarsey Realty
Erminia Coarsey
Comprehensive Rehabilitation Inc.

Cumberland Electric Membership Corp
Bobby & Kay Crowder
Billie C. Dodson
Harold & Faye Duffer
Estate of Mary Lee Tomkins
Estate of Peter Kurela
Ezell Foundation, Inc.
Facebook
Dr. Andrew & Audrey Finney
First National Bank of Tennessee
First State Bank 
The First Union Foundation
Forward Sumner Economic Partnership 
Friends of Hendersonville Medical Center
Johnny & Kara Garrett
Gallatin Chamber of Commerce
Gallatin Morning Rotary Club
Gallatin News/Hendersonville Standard
Johnny Garrott
Steve & Betty Gibson
James & Maria Goodloe
Bill & JoAnn Graves
Chancellor Tom E. Gray
Jerry K. Green
Michael & Jan Hallmark
Claire Hampton
Hendersonville Evening Sertoma
Jim & Sharon Hiett
Horace G. Hill, Jr. 
Charles Russell Honeycutt
Karen A. Howard
Bobby & Karen Hudson
Ronald H. Hyder
Imperial Fabricating Co.
Mike & Kathy Johnson
Thomas & Lori Johnson
Dixie Jones
Jeffrey D. Kent
Kiwanis Club of Hendersonville
Krueger International, Inc. 
L. K. & Susan Lannom
Lee, Danner & Bass, Inc.
Lee Raines Insurance - James Anderson
Leo L. & Patricia B. Lebkuecher
Hugh & Frances Love
Joseph & Hilary Marabeti
Thomas & Ann Martin
McFarland Hospital
MGM Industries, Inc.
Mid-Cumberland Area Development   
 Corporation
Glen & Karen Mitchell
Sue Mulcahy
Nashville Academy of Veterinary Medicine

Norman M. Nelson
Warren & Chris Nichols
Noah & Associates
Louis & Cathy Oakely
Susan Peach in Memory of my Mother,
 Edna Bitz
People’s Bank
John R. & Wilma T. Phillips
Dennis & Sharon Powers
Precision Casting of TN, Inc.
Regions Morgan Keegan Trust
John M. Roberts
Christy Sanders
Scholarship Foundation of  Robertson County
W.E. “Buddy” & Jean Shaw
Drs. Rick Jay & Paula Myrick Short
Smith & Takacs Law Firm
Softball Players Association
Springfield Rotary Club
Starstruck Entertainment
Subaru of Gallatin
Sumner Bank & Trust
Sumner Country Bar Association
Sumner County Medical Society
Michael L. & Joyce Swallows
Carol “Top” Topping
Tennessee Juvenile Court Services   
 Association
Tennessee Valley Authority
Tennessee Veterinary Medical Association
Virginian H. Thigpen
Tom Bannen Chevrolet Buick GMC
Union Planters of Goodlettsville
Unipres USA Inc.
US Bank
VSCC Athletic Booster Club
VSCC Music Department
Wal-Mart of Gallatin 
Brandon Webster
Judge Jane & Donald Wheatcraft
White House Chamber 
   of Commerce
White House Kiwanis Club
White House Lions Club
White House Rotary Club
White House Utility District 
Doug Williams
Wil-Ro, Inc.
Wilson Bank & Trust
Womelduff Family
John Zobl
Betty R. Zuccarello  
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2021 Recipients of the Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence in Philanthropy

 DR. JERRY AND WANDA FAULKNER 

The Faulkners became major donors when Dr. 

Faulkner was named President for Volunteer 

State Community College in 2012. They are 

now enjoying retirement in East Tennessee 

but remain givers! Wanda served on several 

committees to help raise funds for scholarships 

for students along with other projects of the 

college. The Faulkners led by example in all of 

the campaigns during his tenure. This included 

giving to the Humanities Building, the Warf 

Building Renovation, Wilson County Project and 

our Nursing Program. In addition, they were 

sponsors for each Vol State Foundation event. 

Their passion for Vol State came across to 

everyone they met.

2020 Recipient of the Chancellor’s Award 
for Excellence in Philanthropy

DR. LESLIE BENMARK

Dr. Leslie Benmark gives generously to our 

Educate a Woman and general scholarship 

funds. She started her own scholarship for 

the international criminal justice travel abroad 

program. Dr. Benmark is quite a remarkable 

woman, who blazed the trail for women in 

the field of Engineering and Technology. She 

has received many awards and has served 

on multiple boards and advisory councils. 

In addition to her work and activities as a 

professional engineer, Dr. Benmark has also 

been extensively involved with the Civitan 

organization, including serving a term on the 

International Board. She has developed a 

passion for Volunteer State Community College 

and has been an ambassador in the community 

and in her own family. She embodies the spirit 

of the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 

Philanthropy.
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Chancellor’s Award
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FOLLOW 
VSCC ALUMNI 
& FRIENDS ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA
1. Stay up-to-date with alumni and 

college news and events
2. As an alumnus, update your 

information so we can stay 
connected

3. Join a committee to stay involved 
with the VSCC Alumni Association

4. Support Your School

www.volstate.edu/alumni-donors

Vol State Community College 
Alumni & Friends

@volstatealumniandfriends

@volstatealum



1480 Nashville Pike
Gallatin, TN 37066
Phone: 615-230-3506
Fax: 615-230-3508

www.volstate.edu/Alumni


